
Hello and welcome back for our 

Christmas edition of Badger Hill’s 

Reading Newsletter. Let’s be honest; 

we like any excuse to share a good 

book here at Badger Hill. Add hot 

chocolate, a roaring fire and your 

closest family and friends and you’ve 

got your very own ‘Jolabokaflod’. This is the charming Ice-

landic tradition of giving books to your nearest and dearest 

on Christmas Eve. Not surprisingly, Iceland’s book-loving 

inhabitants and sky-high literacy 

rate seem inextricably linked; a 

fact we could all do well to learn 

from.  At Badger Hill, we have 

jumped on board with this idea 

and are having our very own Yule 

Book Flood!  Every school day in 

December we draw our ‘Book 

Advent’ where one lucky child 

wins a £5 National Book Token.  

We cannot wait to see which 

book you choose! Also every child in the school will receive 

a gorgeous new book as part of their Christmas gift from us 

(and Friends of Badger Hill).  Why not hold your own book 

flood and enjoy the opportunity for some quality time and a 

lovely new book on Christmas Eve?  I’d love to see some 

pictures—send them to Mrs Harland via Class Dojo! 

There is strong evidence linking reading for pleasure and ed-

ucational outcomes but the benefits of reading for pleasure 

go beyond this and stretch throughout a person’s life. Read-

ing increases our understanding of our own identity, im-

proves empathy and gives is an insight into the world view of 

others. @MisterBodd has put together the following infor-

mation with some top tips to promote reading for pleasure at 

home.  

 We need 

to make sure that the children see us 

reading. Many children see their par-

ent on their phone and just assume 

that they are playing a game as that is what they would use 

the phone for, not understanding that we may be reading. 

Similarly with kindles, children may think it is just a tablet. 

The more they see the adults around them read, the more 

they will consider doing it themselves. Show them that read-

ing is fun! 

 Due to time restraints, many families 

miss out on bedtime stories but the benefits are huge! Read-
ing to your child for just 10 minutes a day/night can improve 
their vocabulary, encourage them to read independently and 
can also improve parent/child relationships. This is not just a 
KS1 issue. Older children love a bedtime story (even if they 
won’t always admit it!). Bedtime stories can be whatever you 
and your child want to read together. Do the voices! You can 
have a good giggle together at your brilliant/miserable 
attempts at doing various accents….! If you don’t feel confi-
dent reading aloud there is always the CBeebies bedtime 
story (often read by a famous person!) Watch and listen to it 
as a family activity, rather than the children listening on their 
own, then you can talk about the story afterwards.  

 

We need to allow children to read what they 

want to read (within reason!) Comics, graphic novels and 
audio books are all valid reading materials and shouldn’t be 
looked down on. The same goes for Walliams and Kinney 
(Diary of a Wimpy Kid) Books are like comfort food—they are 
not always nutritional but we still love them!  

As part of our long-term partnership with York Theatre Royal, 

we have been delighted to have them in working with us. Our 

Reception class had a wonderful workshop with Julian Ollive 

(YTR Education Associate) He came 

Baby Bear from Jill Murphy's Whatev-

er Next!  We are so lucky to have such 

a fantastic resource as York Theatre 

Royal on our doorstep!



 

 
Mrs Case 

‘Letters from Father Christmas’ by J.R.R Tolkien.  “I 
have loved this book since I was a little girl when my 
Dad first read it to me. My boys love it too!” 

Mrs Whittingham 

“Any cheesy, Christmas romantic read!” 

Mrs Harland 

‘The Snowman and the Snowdog’ by Raymond 

Briggs.  “Luke and I read this book together every 

year (and often throughout the year too!)  We do 

shed a tear at the first few pages though!”  
Mrs Wilkinson 

‘Mr Men Christmas Collection’ by 

Roger Hargreaves.   
Mrs Goddard 

“Mine is the poem ‘Twas the Night before 

Christmas’ by Clement Clarke Moore.  

Mrs Hewitt & Miss Maude 

‘A Christmas Carol’ by Charles 

Dickens.  
Mrs Waddle 

‘The Jolly Christmas Postman’ by Janet & Allan 

Ahlberg.  
Miss Sewill 

‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas!’ by Dr. 
Suess. 


